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which give rise to superfcetation, though if pregnancy is
somewhat advanced it is dangerous, and may cause abortion.
A story is told of a mare in the Saint-Leger stud, Prance,
which, after being pregnant for some months, yet showed
symptoms of heat. Louis XIV., who was more inclined
to favour the desires of the animal than to listen to the
opinion of Garsault, the famous equestrian of that period,
ordered her to be put to the stallion. This was done, copula-
tion took place, and the mare aborted. It is an almost
certain sign of pregnancy when the bull refuses a cow, though
the latter may be in heat. With sheep oestrus may continue
after fecundation, and the ram may copulate with them. It
will thus be understood that cessation of oestrus and the
refusal of the female to take the male are not constant,
although notable features to be inquired into in examining an
animal for pregnancy.
It is generally observed, also, that a change takes place in the
character of the animal which has conceived, and this sometimes
immediately after gestation commences. Mares which were
previously vicious, troublesome, or unsteady when in heat,
are nearly always tractable when in foal. If not fecundated,
the vicious mare becomes even more intractable. In the cow
this is also sometimes seen, but not so frequently or so
pronounced as in the mare. The other animals are seldom
so irritable in their disposition as to lead anyone to notice a
similar change in them.
A tendency to fatten is frequently noted in the early months
of pregnancy of the cow and sheep, and this is taken advan-
tage of by graziers to get these animals in good condition
for the market. But in the cow towards the last three
months, and in the sheep and pig at the last month, when
the mammae begin to enlarge, there is a tendency to lose
condition. In cows the appetite may become depraved. In
the later stages of gestation pregnant animals become less
capable of withstanding fatigue; they become sluggish, and
their paces slower and heavier. Sometimes, though rarely,
mares will perform their work without any perceptible changes
up to a brief period before parturition, At pasture, cattle and
sheep are more tranquil, and rest much, as do also pigs and
bitches.